Media Release
Roche Pharma South Africa announces partnership with Aspen
Pharmacare to improve access to Influenza Patients
Johannesburg, 8 July 2022: Roche Pharma South Africa (“Roche”) has entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) with Aspen Pharmacare Holdings Limited
(“Aspen”), a global specialty and branded multinational pharmaceutical company,
effective 6 June 2022. The terms of the MOU provide for Aspen to act as a third party to
Roche in respect of the sales, marketing and distribution for Tamiflu® in South Africa.
“It is our vision to partner with respected organisations to bring existing medicines to even
more patients and thus Roche recognises that we have a role to play in broader health
system partnerships that make a real difference to patients,” said David Gibbons, General
Manager, Roche Pharma South Africa.
It is estimated that influenza (commonly known as flu) kills between 6 000-11 000 South
Africans every year 1. “This partnership is another sign of our unwavering commitment to
strengthen and enable access to medications faster to help improve outcomes of influenza
patients,” added Gibbons.
Stavros Nicolaou, Aspen Group Senior Executive Strategic Trade Development said, “The
past two years have demonstrated the impact that pandemics can have on lives and
livelihoods. We are noting an increase in mixed infections in parallel with seasonal
influenza, which exacerbates comorbidities and mortalities. Tamiflu has a proven track
record in reducing seasonal influenza, mortality and morbidity and Aspen is excited at the
prospect of working together with Roche in enhancing access to treatment for seasonal
influenza and improving patient outcomes. The timing of this agreement is important,
given the challenging trajectory that our economy is facing and the need to improve
productivity by keeping people healthy. This agreement enables Aspen to extend our sales
and distribution footprint by helping to bring Roche products to patients that need these
medicines and equally to positively contribute to our country’s public health burden and
economic recovery.”
“At Roche, we put patients at the centre of everything we do, and thus we will continue
to work with partners across the world to improve access to medicines, so that patients
who need our medicines, can gain access to current standards of care,” concluded
Gibbons.
Ends.
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Influenza season. https://www.nicd.ac.za/influenza-season-approaching/
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About Roche
Founded in 1896 in Basel, Switzerland, as one of the first industrial manufacturers of
branded medicines, Roche has grown into the world’s largest biotechnology company and
the global leader in in-vitro diagnostics. The company pursues scientific excellence to
discover and develop medicines and diagnostics for improving and saving the lives of
people around the world.
We are a pioneer in personalised healthcare and want to further transform how healthcare
is delivered to have an even greater impact. To provide the best care for each person we
partner with many stakeholders and combine our strengths in Diagnostics and Pharma with
data insights from the clinical practice.
In recognising our endeavor to pursue a long-term perspective in all we do, Roche has
been named one of the most sustainable companies in the pharmaceuticals industry by the
Dow Jones Sustainability Indices for the thirteenth consecutive year. This distinction also
reflects our efforts to improve access to healthcare together with local partners in every
country we work.
Genentech, in the United States, is a wholly owned member of the Roche Group. Roche is
the majority shareholder in Chugai Pharmaceutical, Japan.
For more information, please visit www.roche.com
All trademarks used or mentioned in this release are protected by law.
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About Aspen
Headquartered in Durban, South Africa, Aspen is a leading global specialty and branded
multinational pharmaceutical company in both emerging and developed markets.
Aspen improves the health of patients in more than 150 countries through its high quality,
affordable and effective healthcare solutions. The Group’s key business segments are
Manufacturing and Commercial Pharmaceuticals comprising Regional Brands and Sterile
Focus Brands that include anaesthetics and thrombosis products.
Aspen employs approximately 9 100 people and has 69 established business operations in
over 50 countries. The Group operates 23 manufacturing facilities across 15 sites and holds
international manufacturing approvals from some of the most stringent global regulatory
agencies. Its manufacturing capabilities are scalable to demand and cover a wide variety
of product-types including steriles, oral solid dose, liquids, semi-solids, biologicals and
active pharmaceutical ingredients. For more information visit www.aspenpharma.com
Disclaimer
We may make statements that are not historical facts and relate to analyses and other
information based on forecasts of future results and estimates of amounts not yet
determinable. These are forward-looking statements as defined in the U.S. Private
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Words such as “prospects”, “believe”,
“anticipate”, “expect”, “intend”, “seek”, “will”, “plan”, “indicate”, “could”, “may”,
“endeavour” and “project” and similar expressions are intended to identify such forwardlooking statements, but are not the exclusive means of identifying such statements. By
their very nature, forward looking statements involve inherent risks and uncertainties,
both general and specific, and there are risks that predictions, forecasts, projections and
other forward-looking statements will not be achieved. If one or more of these risks
materialise, or should underlying assumptions prove incorrect, actual results may be very
different from those anticipated. The factors that could cause our actual results to differ
materially from the plans, objectives, expectations, estimates and intentions expressed in
such forward-looking statements are discussed in each year’s annual report. Forward
looking statements apply only as of the date on which they are made, and we do not
undertake other than in terms of the Listings Requirements of the JSE Limited, any
obligation to update or revise any of them, whether as a result of new information, future
events or otherwise. Any profit forecasts published in this report are unaudited and have
not been reviewed or reported on by Aspen's external auditors.
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