[image: image1.png]



Media Release

Cape Town, 12th May 2011

ROCHE WELCOMES COMPULSORY CANCER REGISTRATION

A regulation making the registration of cancer diagnoses compulsory has been welcomed by Roche Products (Pty) Ltd, (a member of the Roche Group) the world leader in innovative cancer drugs.

The announcement was made on behalf of Health Minister, Dr Aaron Motsoaledi, at the Voice of Cancer Empowerment Forum held in Cape Town on 12 and 13 May 2011.

In a letter to the Forum, Motsoaledi said the regulation amending the National Health Act had been promulgated on April 26.

Roche sponsored the Forum, which was arranged by the cancer advocacy group, Campaigning for Cancer, and supported by the American Cancer Society and LIVEstrong (formerly the Lance Armstrong Foundation).

The Forum focused on how to generate more attention and resources towards cancer. Discussions and recommendations will be consolidated into a National Call to Action, which in turn will culminate in a presentation to United Nations High Level Meeting on non-communicable diseases.

On the first day of the Forum, speakers emphasised the fact that the burden of disease was difficult to quantify because deficiencies in the reliability of data.

Speakers said data on new cancers was lacking, and the National Cancer Registry was not entirely reliable, due to the fact that contributions to it were voluntary, and many deaths went unregistered.

Steve Hoerter, Roche Products (Pty) Ltd CEO, says Roche believes that accurate information is essential to a systematic and co-ordinated approach to dealing with cancer.

Hoerter also welcomed an announcement at the forum that the National Cancer Control Programme produced in 1999 is to be revised.

“We believe that reliable information and valid evidence is crucial to developing response strategies to cancer,” Hoerter said. 

Hoerter also welcomed the health department’s willingness to engage in partnerships.

About Roche

Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Roche is a leader in research-focused healthcare with combined strengths in pharmaceuticals and diagnostics. Roche is the world’s large biotech company with truly differentiated medicines in oncology, virology, inflammation, metabolism and CNS. Roche is also the world leader in in-vitro diagnostics and a pioneer in diabetes management. Roche’s personalised healthcare strategy aims at providing medicines and diagnostic tools that enable tangible improvements in the health, quality of life and survival of patients. Genentech, United States, is a wholly owned member of the Roche Group. Roche has a majority stake in Chugai Pharmaceutical, Japan. For more information: 
www.roche.com
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